
CHAPTER XV 

SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 

EARL y SCHOOLS 

When the township of Middle Monadnock was granted to Jona
than Hubbard and his associates by the Masonian Proprietors in 
17 49, three shares were reserved for public uses: "One for the first 
settled minister in the Township, one for the support of the ministry, 
and one for the school there forever." The school right so reserved, 
by the chances of the drawing, contained outlying scattered lots, 
little adapted for the purpose intended. These were lots 16 in the 
third range, 14 in the second range, and 11 in the tenth range. By 
this reservation the new proprietors were absolved from all obliga
tion for the support of schools and the cost thrown upon the actual 
settlers, with no evidence that any income or benefit was derived 
from the school lots during the nearly twenty-five years of the Mid
dle l\fonadnock or Proprietary period, or that any money was raised 
or appropriated for schools before the incorporation of the town in 
1773. It need not be assumed that no instruction was given to the 
children of the settlers during this period. By the early law of 
Massachusetts it was made incumbent upon parents and guardians 
to teach their children and apprentices to read, write, and cipher 
sufficiently to meet the demands of citizenship. According to the 
standards of the time, the first permanent settlers of Jaffrey were 
educated men and, coming from long settled 1\iiassachusetts towns, 
they ·were versed in town government from their experience in the 
towns whence they came. And the fact that their children, with 
little, if any, public school training, became useful citizens and com
petent town officers, is proof of their literacy and certain evidence of 
faithful fireside instruction by their parents and guardians. 

In April, 1775, nearly two years after the incorporation of the 
town, after limited appropriations for roads and a meeting-house had 
been voted, notwithstanding the acute financial stress and the threat 
of war upon them, they acted, for the first time, upon the subject of 
a "town Chool," by voting "Eight pounds" for its support, "to be 
Divided into five parts." By this division the eight pounds were 
made to support five schools in private houses in different sections 
of the town. By the census of 1773 there were 303 inhabitants in 
Jaffrey, of whom eighty-nine ,vere boys under sixteen. If we allow 
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for an approximately equal number of girls, listed only as females, 
and also considering the rapid growth in population at this period, 
we have an estimated school population of nearly two hundred, or 
forty for each division, to be educated from the appropriation of 
eight pounds, an expense of less than a shilling each. In such straits, 
a special meeting was called in December, 1775, "To see if the town 
will aggree to Pass a Vote to sell Lott No. 14 in the 2 Range, which 
Lott was granted by the Lord Propritors for the Benefit of a School." 
On this question the town voted to sell the school lot and also to 
"Hire money the afore Sd Lott Shall be Sold for to Pay the Part the 
Charges in Building the Public meeting house in Sd town also Voted 
to Pay the use of Sd money anuly to Suport a School in Sd town." To 
carry the vote into effect a committee of three of the ablest men of 
the town was chosen and instructed to sell the lot at private sale. 
They were Captain Jonathan Stanley, Roger Gilmore, and William 
Turner. They found two willing buyers for the lot, but some said 
that was borrowing from Peter to pay Paul and that no legal title 
to a lot "reserved for the suport of a school forever" could be given 
by the town. Others said there was always a loophole in the law, 
and they found it in a form of lease. On June 23, 1777, the south 
half of the lot was leased by the town's committee to Simon Stickney, 
for the consideration of fifty pounds L. M., and the north half for a 
like amount to Moses Stickney, and their heirs and assigns, for a term 
of 999 years. Tradition tells us that an earlier diversion of the 
town's educational reserve to the public and spiritual needs of the 
moment had been effected by the cutting on the lands now leased of 
the heavy timber for the meeting-house. This lot was later a part 
of the Woodbury farm east of Thorndike Pond and of the farm still 
known as the Stickney place, now abandoned and owned in part by 
the estate of Isaac Sprague. 

In 1777 the town, after having twice rejected an article calling for 
an appropriation for schools, voted to pay the interest on one hun
dred pounds, presumably the interest on the school lot lease, the 
proceeds of which the town had borrowed for building the meeting
house. During these years the old division of the school money into 
five parts is supposed to have continued, but in 1778 evidence of 
increased and more diffused population is found in the appropriation 
of twelve pounds for schools and the division of the town into eight 
school districts. 

At the March meeting in 1779 the town voted to "grant two hun
dred pounds for the use of a school," and to divide the town into 
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ten districts, and instructed the selectmen to carry the vote into effect. 
Following this action the selectmen evidently found difficulty in 
carrying out their instructions, and in August the duty was assigned 
to a special committee of ten representing the several districts "to 
divide the town into ten districts to accomadate the publick schools." 
The committee chosen for this important service consisted of Hugh 
Dunlap, Phineas Spaulding, Benjamin Spaulding, Benjamin Dole, 
John Harper, Oliver Hale, Ebenezer Stratton, Isaac Bailey, James 
Gowing, and James Gage, and to insure prompt action they were 
ordered to meet for the duty assigned them "on Thursday the 9th 
day of Sept. instant." The first part of the assignment was more 
easily accomplished than the last. They could divide the town into 
ten districts without serious consequences, but the location of the 
schoolhouse within the district was everybody's concern. The com
mon solution was to place the schoolhouse as near as practicable to 
the geographical center of the district even if it proved far from the 
center of population. 

The same trouble was common throughout New England, and often 
referees from other towns were called in to settle disputed locations 
of schoolhouses. In 1788 the town voted that each school district 
should build a schoolhouse within eighteen months, but, working at 
continual cross-purposes, every freeman with his own opinion and 
the will to maintain it, eight years passed before they were completed. 

The money appropriated by the town for the support of schools 
was divided among the districts according to their taxable property, 
and each district was answerable directly to the selectmen or the 
higher authority of the town. The original districts, beginning with 
No. 1, or the Squantum district, were laid out from east to west along 
the south line of the town, with the first five districts along this bor- . 
der. The process was then reversed and districts No. 6, 7, and 8 
were laid along the central tier of lots in the town, west to east, No. 
7 including Jaffrey Center, and No. 8 reaching to the east line of the 
town. Of the remaining two districts, No. 9 filled the northeast 
section of the town and was sometimes called the northeast district, 
and No. 10 covered the district east of the Grand Monadnock and 
extended halfway across the town. Districts No. 7 and 9 were each 
afterward subdivided, making thirteen districts in the entire town
ship. On the next page is reproduced a plan of the school districts 
as delimited in 1828, showing many of the schoolhouse locations. 

Meanwhile, the Revolutionary War, with its attendant depreciation 
of currency, had wrought confusion in the financial concerns of the 
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town. The original school appropriation of eight pounds in 1775 
had risen to two hundred pounds in 1779, as already stated. In 1780 
there is no record of any action taken or money raised, but the year 
1781 was in the height of the inflated currency and one thousand 
pounds were raised for the support of schools. The next year, 1782, 
the matter of hiring a schoolmaster to keep school in the town by the 
year came up for consideration, and the town prudently voted "Not 
to hire a Master by the year." Fifty pounds were raised the follow
ing year, which indicates a return to more nearly stabilized mone
tary values. This year the town, through its selectmen, hired a 
schoolmaster, Joseph Baker, from Lincoln, Massachusetts, to teach 
school in the several districts, with disastrous consequences, as re
lated at length in our chapter on Hard Times. 

At the annual meeting in 1785 thirty pounds were voted for schools, 
with the condition that "no Squadron to draw their propotion unless 
they have laid out the Same in Schooling." Thirty pounds were 
again raised in March, 1786, with the further provision that the 
selectmen "Provide School Masters for the Districts," now reduced 
to "Eight Destricts not one on the Mountain." A,new committee, 
composed of Roger Gilmore, Alpheus Brigham, Benjamin Prescott, 
Captain Benjamin Spaulding, Abel Parker, Samuel Pierce, and Joseph 
Cutter, was now appointed to proportion the districts. The com
mittee attended faithfully to its duty and reported its findings in 
May following, when the town voted to accept all the districts ex
cept "the South & Southwest Destricts which are to Destrict them 
Selves." However, for that and the following year, the town stood 
firm in its resolution not to build schoolhouses. In 1787 no article 
pertaining to schooling appeared in the town warrant except in re
lation to the still smouldering controversy over the Baker claim. 

At the annual meeting in 1788 the selectmen were instructed to 
hire a schoolmaster and report to the town, but the vote was rescinded 
in June, at which time the town voted forty pounds for the support 
of schools, "to be propotioned according to pole & Estate in each Des
trict." In 1789 the following division of school money was made, rep
resenting the comparative wealth and standing of the several districts: 

To Capt. Perkins No. 5 £4 12 11 
To M•. Alpheus Brigham No. 4 2 15 0 
To Lieut Pierce No. 2 4 0 4 2 
To Capt Emery No. 9 6 1 0 0 
To Deacon Smiley No. 3 7 0 7 2 
To Lieut Daniel Brown No. 6 3 14 8 0 
To Lt Samuel Buss No. 7 9 4 4 

18 
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To Lem1 Maynard No.10 3 1 11 1 
To Majr B. Prescott No. l 3 15 6 1 
To Simeon Butters No. 8 5 13 7 2 

£50 0 0 0 

The building of schoolhouses proceeded slowly for reasons already 
stated, and it became necessary, after much vexatious delay, to accept 
a spot designated by the selectmen or a committee of the town, as 
referees appointed for the purpose. In reality it was one of the most 
difficult problems that ever confronted the town of Jaffrey to locate 
the schoolhouses where they would be satisfactory to all concerned. 
At the June meeting in 1788 imperative action was taken, requir
ing each district to build a schoolhouse within eighteen months, and 
in case of default the selectmen were impowered to build the house 
at the expense of the district concerned. But this vote failed for two 
reasons: first, there was but little money; and second, the inhabitants 
could not be reconciled as to locations. In a few districts houses 
were built in hasty compliance with the town's mandate and even 
before they were accepted proved inadequate for the needs of the 
districts. The result was that new schoolhouses were called for, 
and the former makeshifts were sold for what they would bring and 
the proceeds applied toward the building of new, better houses, pro
portioned to the "bigness" of the districts. With this inauspicious 
beginning further progress was slow and in 1789 every article relat
ing to building schoolhouses was rejected by the town. 

In March, 1790, to adjust matters of disagreement, the town chose 
a committee of three of its leading men, Roger Gilmore, Dr. Adonijah 
Howe, and Samuel Buss, to "look out and Sette! a Spot for the 
Schoolhouse in the Several Destricts by application from the Same 
if they Cant agree amongst themselves." At the same time 135 
pounds were hopefully voted to be laid out in building schoolhouses, 
with an impartial committee chosen to expend the money, consisting 
of James Stevens, Thomas Adams, Dr. Adonijah Howe, Joseph Per
kins, Benjamin Prescott, James Gowing, Simeon Butters, Benjamin 
Dole, and Alpheus Brigham, one from each of the several districts. 
But, acting again on the subject in December, 1790, the town, prob
ably on advice of its committee, voted "to postpone assessing the 
money for building schoolhouses." Forty pounds were raised for 
schools in August, 1790, and in March, following, sixty pounds were 
voted for schooling. At the same time, the town passed over an article 
relative to hearing the report of the committee to select the school
house sites, and thus ended to no immediate purpose the efforts of 
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the committee. But the following month the struggle began anew 
by the choice of a committee "to proportion to the school houses in 
each Destrict in propotion to the largeness of the Destrict and to see 
that they are finished all alike Voted to chuse a committee man in 
each Destrict Chose Capt. Perkins, Esq'. Parker, Egn Milliken 
Alph" Brigham Mr. Gowing, Capt. Spaulding David Lacy Capt. Pope 
Maj' Prescott Esq' Gilmore." It was further" Voted that the Select
men assess the money to build School houses and commit it the above 
Committee and if any Person Neglect or refuse to work or pay the 
commt to return it to the Select men and they to make out warrants 
and commit them to the Constables to Colect." With this menace 
upon them, they assembled again in town meeting in August to hear, 
among other things, the report of the schoolhouse committee, but no 
report was presented. A like failure occurred at the November meet
ing, and in March, 1792, when the baflled committee again failed 
to report to the town. But in spite of lack of schoolhouses, progress 
was made in schooling, as, at the last named meeting, the selectmen 
were instructed to hire three schoolmasters, one for nine months, two 
for six months, "to keep three months in the middle destrict" and two 
months in each of the other districts. In May the vote was reconsid
ered and the selectmen were instructed to hire instead, "four School 
masters, three for five months one for six months the present year." 

Meanwhile, the committee of three, appointed in March, 1790, to 
"perfix" schoolhouse sites, when there was disagreement, had been 
about their work and on May 7, 1792, brought in their report. There 
were three districts that required the services of the committee, Nos. 
3, 6, and 9. In district No. 3, the spot chosen by the committee was 
"forty rods from the bars on the road leading from Sawyers to Capt. 
Spauldings southwest from Said road at a heap of Stones which is to 
be the place for the north west corner of said School house." The 
house was evidently built on this spot soon after. In district No. 6, 
the schoolhouse spot was "perfixed" with precision twenty-six rods 
South of a Large rock with some Stones laid thereon on the road west 
of Mr Doles house and is on the east side of the road that leads from 
Said Doles by Lt Millikens on a spot of rising ground with the north 
east corner thereof at a large dead hemlock tree that stands on said 
rising ground." Here the district, in defiance of the committee, 
erected its house on a site other than the one chosen by the committee, 
and in 1795, the town acquiesced in the action taken. In district 
No. 9, the committee fixed the "place for the school house ... on the 
west side of the road a little north of a Large Stake and some Stones 
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about it that leans against the fence on a Spot of rockey rising ground 
in lot No. 18 in 2 Range near the south end of Said lot and is Southerly 
of Mr Noah Emerys house." The location was not acceptable to 
the inhabitants of the district and no house was built. In May, 1793, 
the town, again acting as referee, voted "to Set the Schoolhouse in 
the north east Destrict as near the Center as good ground will admitt," 
a location that left room for such wide difference of opinion that the 
subject was again before the town for arbitration at an adjourned 
meeting and the town, emphatically explicit in its designation of the 
exact spot, voted that "the Center of the north east Destrict be 
considered about 30 rods South east from Mr Burpees house [present 
residence of Jacob Ojala] on a knole at the left of the new road in the 
pasture formily owned by Phillip Adams." The house was erected 
on this spot that year. 

In 1794 the building of five schoolhouses was considered and two 
hundred dollars raised for building and repairing schoolhouses, in
dicating that, with ten districts in the town, five houses were prob
ably already erected. After reconsidering the vote the town passed it 
over. The houses then built we may enumerate as those in districts 
No. 1, 4, 6, 7, and 9. In December an article, "to see if the town will 
dispose of those schoolhouses already built by the town in order to 
defray as far as they will go the expense of the new ones," was like
wise summarily dismissed. 

In January, 1795, the town, being acutely aware of the lack of 
progress and the opposition in a more conciliatory mood, succeeded 
in passing the following votes of progress: 

Voted to finish the School houses already Voted according as laid out by the 
former Committe 

Voted to Chuse a Committe of as many as there is School Destricts to serve 
greatis . 

Voted that the former Committe for building School houses Should be the Com
mitte to finish the School houses 

Voted that those who have done more than there Propotion to the School houses 
should exhibit there accounts before the town 

Voted to finish the School houses the out Side by Clap boarding Glasing and 
Shingling with Short Shingles and window Shills - the inner Side by Cealing the 
walls and Plastring over head Pertitions Seats and Tables Convenient-also doars 
made and hung and good Brick Chimneys and also lock and Key 

Voted that the Committe Vandue the School houses to the lowest bidder to be 
built and finished. 

Voted that the Select men Assess the money as soon as the Comtt ascertain 
the sum 

Voted that the money for schooling be equally Devided in each Destrict. 
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The job of building the schoolhouses was bid off for a total of 
$886.18, and in September, 1795, Jacob Danforth was paid $5.17, 
"for expenses venduing the school houses." The houses were built 
and finished by 1797. Alexander Milliken served as clerk of the 
committee for building and finishing the houses. 

Up to 1798 the selectmen were the managers of the schools, amena
ble only to the higher authority of the town. That year a committee, 
one man from each district, was chosen to define the school district 
lines. In October the committee reported that no lines were neces
sary and recommended the following division of the school money, 
on each one hundred dollars raised: 

District No. 1 $8.60 District No. 6 $9.00 
" " 2 9.00 " " 7 12.00 
" " 3 11.00 " 8 8.70 

" 4 7.70 " 9 10.00 
" " 5 9.00 " 10 8.00 

District No. 11 $7.00 

The committee further recommended the election of one person from 
each district "to superintend the school in each district, hire the 
master and to See the money properly laid out ... that all accounts 
for labor done on the School houses previous to their being Vendued 
be buried in Oblivion." The first school agents in Jaffrey, elected 
in 1798, are given below. In 1810 Reverend Laban Ainsworth was 
added and instructed to accompany each agent during his visit to 
the school in his district. 

District No. 1 
" 2 

" " 3 

" 4 
" 5 

Benjamin Prescott 
Ephraim Whitcomb 
Jereme Underwood 
Joseph Horton 
Joseph Perkins 

District No. 

" 
" 
" 

" 
District No. 11 John Houghton 

6 Alexander Milliken 
7 Roger Gilmore 
8 William Turner 
9 Abel Parker 

10 Samuel Stickney 

In 1801 the power of the agents was restrained by the following action: 
Voted that the Several agents or superintendents of the Several School houses 

in this town for the time being be at all times amenable to the Selectmen for all 
money or orders they may Receive for the purpose of Schooling and if the Same 
be not laid out according to law the Selectmen are hereby directed to call Such 
money out of the delinquent agents hand and to cause the Same to be duly laid 
out for the benefit of the inhabitants for whom it was originally designed, and 
in case any of the agents or Superintendants aforesaid Shall Not do their duty 
faithfully the Select Men for the time being on Complaint made to them are here
by authorized on Considering all the Circum Stances to abrogate any particular 
act or acts of Such agents or Superintendants. 

In March, 1807, for the first time, the subject of a woman's school 
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(a school taught by a woman) came before the town, and thereafter 
one fourth of the annual appropriation for schools was voted for 
keeping a woman's school in the summer season for several years. As 
the keeping of such a school was an experiment the selectmen were 
allowed, upon the application from any school district agent, to 
authorize him to expend the entire amount belonging to the district 
on a man's school. 

At the same time the question of supervision of schools was con
sidered for the first time, and the thanks of the town were rendered 
to Laban Ainsworth and the Selectmen for this service the preceding 
year. They were now instructed to make an annual inspection and 
visitation of the schools. In December, 1808, a State law was passed 
requiring towns to appoint at the annual March meeting a committee 
of three to seven members to visit and examine schools. They were 
called school inspectors, or the school committee, and served without 
pay. In accordance with the act in 1809 a superintending school 
committee was chosen, consisting of Laban Ainsworth, Samuel Dakin, 
Jonathan Fox, and Joseph Fox. In 1820 the superintending school 
committee presented its first written report on record: 

To the Town of Jaffrey, their committee appointed to inspect their schools re
spectfully report. 

That we have visited generally the schools near the opening and close of each 
school, except those, of which we had no information at their commencement or 
ending. 

That Students in Geography have excelled and those in Arithmetic and Gram
mar have gone behind those who have studied the same sciences in former schools. 

In the art of reading and writing, we have observed many grades from many 
!audible specimens to those in which very little progress was discernable. 

From the great diversity of Books used in Schools Teachers are put to great 
inconvenience; they are compelled to make as many Classes as there are different 
authors brought to school or require the parents to purchase new books. To 
remedy this evil, a convention of teachers did unanimously recommend Scott's 
Lessons, Columbian Orator, and American Preceptor, with Cummings Geography 
and Atlass. 

While we have generally been gratified in observing commendable zeal and ex
ertion in the Teachers for the benefit of their pupils, We have nevertheless thought 
it important that agents should cautiously avoid employing those of an oposite 
character. 

In visiting the schools, we could not avoid seeing, that intentional injury had 
been done to School-houses. We have seen where a house has not suffered by the 
injuries of time yet have been rendered cold and uncomfortable by ill-intended 
violence. 

All of which is submitted by, Laban Ainsworth, 
Samuel Litch, 
Luke Howe. 
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In December, 1805, the State Legislature had passed an act re
lating to the establishment of school district lines, but, although the 
subject was considered in town meeting in Jaffrey from time to time, 
no bounds were set until 1828, when a law passed the preceding year 
defined the manner in which the towns were to be divided into school 
districts, laid down provisions relating to the authority of the dis
tricts, and raised the qualifications of the teachers. The new law 
also called for the annual appointment of a superintending school 
committee which was required to visit all the schools in the towns at 
least twice a year, and report annually the length of time each school 
was kept, names of teachers, number of pupils between four and 
fourteen that had not attended school, and the number between four
teen and twenty-one who could not read and write. The committee 
also chose the text books to be used in the schools. 

In 1829 a legislative act required each district to appoint a pru
dential committee of not more than three to have charge of the school 
money, call district meetings, select teachers, attend to minor re
pairs, and furnish wood for schoolhouses. By a law of 1833 the pru
dential committee practically supplanted the superintending school 
committee and continued to manage district school affairs until 1885, 
when the district system was abandoned and the old town system 
established on an improved basis. Thereafter, in all towns school 
affairs were managed by a school board or board of education. 

The mode of government adopted for the school districts under the 
law of 1829 was that of town meeting. The warrant was posted on 
the schoolhouse door fourteen days before the meeting was called, 
with a statement of the business to be considered and acted upon. 
Generally their records were well kept and compared favorably with 
those of the town. A moderator and clerk were chosen and then a 
prudential committee, consisting usually of one member, was elected. 
The wood supply and board of the teacher were vendued to the lowest 
bidder. Frequently the school appropriation was conserved and the 
length of the terms of school extended by "donation," the different 
householders agreeing on the length of time they would board the 
teacher without expense, generally from one to three weeks, depend
ing perhaps upon the proportion of school tax, or number of pupils 
supplied, by the donor. It is noticeable that social considerations 
entered into this arrangement. Male teachers were seldom favored 
by donations, while the young women with social graces, and perhaps 
musical talent, were eagerly welcomed as guests of the household. So 
marked was this favoritism that their board was parceled out at 
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nothing a week in one to four weeks assignments, while the lowest 
acceptable price for boarding the teacher of the man's school in winter 
was eighty-seven cents a week. In 1831 Nancy French was boarded in 
eight families from one to three weeks without charge,receiving for her 
services for fourteen weeks $13. 75, while Samuel Alexander, teacher of 
the man's school that year, was paid $35.75 for eleven weeks' teaching 
and Oliver Prescott was paid $8.58 for the master's board. 

For many years it was supposed that only a man could manage the 
winter school, when the young striplings from the farms at their 
most pugnacious stage of development were let loose upon him. But 
it proved that his very strength only excited the fighting spirit, and 
almost inevitably trouble ensued from any challenge or assumption 
of physical superiority set up by the master. By experiment it was 
soon demonstrated that there was an element of chivalry in the 
young barbarians that yielded respect and courtesy to the school
mistress' gentle sway, whic_h, added to the persuasive appeal of econo
my, at length won for her the virtual monopoly of the teaching of the 
district schools. In 1849 district No. 1 voted to employ female 
teachers winter and summer, and with only one or two brief excep
tions the rule continued until the district was merged with that of 
the town and the school abandoned. 

About 1840 the advantages of grading began to be recognized when 
a State law authorized such procedure in schools of fiftypupils or more. 
However, the new system was not adopted in Jaffrey until 1883, when 
Hiram D. Upton, then superintendent of schools, strongly advocated 
the abolition of the district system and recommended that "the schools 
in No. 2 should be carefully graded and pupils from all other parts of 
the town should be admitted to the grammar department without 
charge of tuition." School No. 2 was then divided into primary and 
grammar departments, but no further steps were taken until the 
building of the new schoolhouse there in 1894 allowed the introduc
tion of an intermediate department. Finally, in 1909, when Jaffrey 
formed a supervisory union with Troy, Fitzwilliam, and Rindge, 
Austin H. Fittz, the first superintendent, completed the work by 
placing on an eight-grade basis all local schools below the high school. 

SUMMARY OF SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS 

1775-8 pounds divided into five parts. 
1777-interest on 100 pounds for two years. 
1778-12 pounds (eight districts). 
1779-200 pounds (ten districts). 
1781-1000 pounds depreciated currency. 
1783-50 pounds. 
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1785-30 pounds. 
1790-40 pounds. 
1795-$200 Federal money. 
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1796-"Voted to raise the sum of school money law directs" and the rule was 
followed for many years. 

1800-$350; population, 1,341; per capita, 26 cents. 
1806-$400. 
1807-$600; "one-fourth part to be appropriated for a woman's school." 
1820-$650; population, 1,339; per capita, 48 cents. 

ACTUAL EXPENDITURES FOR SCHOOL PURPOSES 

1860-$1,250; population, 1,452; per capita, 86 cents. 
1875-$2,036.75 (district schools); $150 (Conant High School). 
1900-$3,726.61 (plus $1,396.08-Conant High School). 
1910-$8,236.33 (plus $1,639.00-Conant High School). 
1920-$35,918.07 (all departments). 
1930-$43,581.63 (all departments). 

School District No. 1, situated in the southeast corner of the town, 
was exceptional in that there was no controversy over the location 
of its schoolhouse. That location is unrecorded in the books of the 
town clerk or selectmen, but Benjamin Prescott was agent of the dis
trict; and the schoolhouse, by tradition, was located a few rods west 
of the buildings on his farm, now owned by Benjamin G. Wilson, "up 
on the ledges" toward the Sawyer farm. It was one of the first to 
be built in town, probably under the vote of 1788, "that each school
district build a house within eighteen months." On March 2, 1790, 
one hundred and thirty-five pounds were voted to build ten school
houses, "every district to draw their own money." This sum, which 
amounted to less than fifty dollars each, served to limit their size to 
the extent that they were outgrown even before completion and soon 
discarded as inadequate. Upon completion of the second school
house, the first one came into possession of Major Prescott, when it 
was moved into his dooryard and made one of the farm buildings. 
There it stood until torn down by Mr. Wilson about 1890, retaining to 
the last the old fireplace rebuilt after moving, and being used for rainy 
day occupations such as shaving old pine shingles, and for cooking po
tatoes and other vegetables in the set kettles for swine kept near-by. 
Mr. Wilson still retains the original blackboard. Thus its limited 
proportions were known, it having been only twelve by sixteen feet. 

The second schoolhouse in district No. 1 was undoubtedly built on 
the Prescott farm, on the site of the schoolhouse still standing at the 
intersection of the former turnpike road v.1th the early road from 
Rindge through Squantum village to Peterborough. In this under
taking Major Prescott continued to act as agent of the town, and 
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dated "March ye 2, 1797," is recorded his receipt for $16.50, "in full 
for finishing schoolhouse No. 1. The new house in district No. 1 was 
burned in the early part of 1814, and in the following August it was 
voted "to build a new house next summer." The new house then 
built by Oliver Prescott, son of Benjamin, the former schoolhouse 
agent, was the first of an advanced type, of a length to allow for a 
double entry at the end with two entrance doors, dividing the room 
into a boys' side and a girls' side. In December, 1815, Oliver Pres
cott was paid $220 toward building schoolhouse No. 1, and in 1817 

SCHOOLHOUSE NUMBER ONE 

the payment was completed "for building schoolhouse No. 1 on the 
account of the loss of the old schoolhouse by fire." 

Entering the house on the left side from the boys' entry, the visitor 
found an open space of about twelve feet by twenty feet, where 
classes were called to recite. Between the two entrance doors was a 
large old fashioned fireplace of a capacity to burn four-foot wood, 
which continued in use until 1843, when the schoolhouse was exten
sively repaired and the fireplace replaced by a stove. Beyond the 
open space were the desks and seats of the pupils, forty-eight in num
ber, with single seats and desks against the wall on both sides, and 
three double sections between, separated by narrow aisles or alleys. 
The desks were of selected old pine plank decorated in the course of 
the years by many a carved initial. Extending from the corner of 
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the wall at the back of the entrance doors to the corner seat on both 
sides was a wide plank seat, on the boys' side generally used for classes, 
and on the girls' side for visitors. 

The windows were small, of six by eight glass, and were set close 
against the ceiling that the attention of the pupils might not be dis
tracted from their lessons by any passing show. This new school
house was a credit to its builder and was described thirteen years 
later as built twenty-eight feet by twenty-two feet, "in good repair 
but needs painting." It was, when new, "the finest, best and most 
durable built in town." It is still standing firmly on its foundations 
after one hundred and twenty years, but alas, it is vacant and stripped 
of its inner glory, the rows of seats, the stove, and the elevated plat
form between the doors that bore the teacher's desk, from which she 
maintained her gentle sway, secure in the respect and affection of her 
pupils for many a summer and winter term. 

It was in a man's school that the following deplorable event oc
curred, which a hundred years has not erased from the fair fame of 
No. 1 school. We had it from one who was present as a boy and it 
must be true. It happened during the winter term about the year 
1833; a master kept the school that year. The attendance was large 
and no doubt he was needed. There were two entrances to the school
room, one from the girls' entry and one from the boys', and between 
them was the large fireplace that warmed the house against the chill
ing blasts that beat upon it. Among the big boys who went to school 
that winter was one named John Waters. He was Widow Waters' 
boy from the west part of the town, but he did chores for his board 
that winter for Captain John Prescott and attended the winter school. 

Much study, as the wisest of men has said, is a weariness to the 
flesh. It was warm there by the fireplace, and when the teacher, as 
was his habit, tipped back in his chair against the girls' door, which 
opened outward, a strange drowsiness overcame him and, in scrip
tural phrase, "he fell on sleep." The pupils looked at each other 
with a strange surmise. Then it was that the versatile personage 
who finds work for idle minds as well as idle hands to do crept in un
perceived, and whispered a wicked idea into the ear of John Waters, 
standing in his class near the boys' door. It was only a step out 
through the entry to the girls' door, and none knew his errand when 
he tiptoed from the room and on the outside softly lifted the latch 
of the door behind the master's chair. The schoolmaster's boots 
mounted swiftly toward the ceiling and disappeared with a resound
ing crash in the gloom of the girls' entry. In the pandemonium 
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which ensued, John Waters slipped back to his place, the most inno
cent bystander of all. Of course no one was to blame; the mishap 
was laid to a faulty latch and school went on as before. 

The superintending school committees of the old days, while gen
erally pleased to praise, were not afraid to blame, and with the report 
of two good superintending school comm,ittee men for the year 1865, 
Reverend Franklin Merriam and Reverend E. W. Coffin, we close 
our record of school district No. 1 at perhaps its highest point in num
bers and cultural achievement. 

"This is one of the good schools, easily governed, the pupils anxious 
to learn, willing to obey wholesome regulations. The recitations, 
almost without exception, were very good-most of them excellent. 
A class of eight young ladies did themselves, as well as the teacher, 
honor. Only four of the smaller ones whispered. The singing was 
beautiful and the paper very good indeed. Improvement was ap
parent in all classes. Miss Lizzie Howe, teacher." 

School District No. 2, which in the end gathered all the schools in 
the town to itself, had for many years a secondary rating in the town
ship. It included the territory now covered by the village of East 
Jaffrey and extended south to the Rindge line. The first school
house in the district was built soon after 1790, and probably stood in 
the vicinity of Tyler Hill, south of East Jaffrey. The contractor 
for finishing the house was Joseph Nickles, who employed many of 
the inhabitants of the district on the work. 

In 1818 expediency required the erection of a new schoolhouse, and 
in April the selectmen were instructed by the town to procure a 
suitable site and let out the contract. As seen from the following 
specifications, the contract was let to Samuel Patrick, who received 
his pay, $140.75 in 1818, and $151.31 in 1819. 

Conditions for Venduing the building of School No. 2 to the lowest bidder. The 
house is to be built 26 x 21 feet in the same fashion of school house No. 1 and as 
well finished and painted, except the underpinning which may be done with Com
mon Stone. The entry way is to be five feet from the point of the Jambs to the 
outside of the frame. 

Conditions of pay are one half by the first of January next the other half in one 
year after the first payment to be on interest after said house is finished, which 
shall be built and finished by the first of Dec' next- The entry may be lited by 
putting a window over the door insted a seperate window. Struck off the above 
house to be built to Samuel Patrick for $285.50.

01
. p } S 1 1ver rescott e ectmen 

David Gillmore of 
Thomas Adams, Jr. Jaffrey 

I do agree to above articles and bids. Samuel Patrick. 
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Land for the site was procured of Daniel Adams for the sum of five 
dollars and was situated beyond Tyler Hill, past the present resi
dence of Mrs. Clara B. Cutler, in an open field on the bank of Con
toocook River. It was located near the geographical center of the 
district, the apparent intention being that the house should be equally 
inconvenient for all. Here befell the saddest of all the tragedies of 
our Jaffrey schools, the death by accident of Hannah Chapman, a 
girl of twelve years, in 1838 (see Old Unhappy Far-Off Things). 
The new schoolhouse was patterned after the No. 1 house, which was 
considered then the best in town. In 1828 the committee on equal
izing the schoolhouses reported favorably on the condition of the 
house, which they described as being twenty-six feet by twenty-one 
feet and "pretty well built." 

UNION HALL 

By 1840 the pendulum of growth had swung from the middle of the 
district northward to the present village of East Jaffrey, then growing 
rapidly, and a new schoolhouse was needed to meet the changed con
ditions within the district. On April 13, 1842, proposals for building 
a new schoolhouse in the district were advertised by Benjamin Hay
wood, of the building committee, to be in the hands of the committee 
by the twenty-third of the month. A new building was completed at 
this time, in Factory Village, now East Jaffrey. It is now UF>ed as 
a dwelling house and is more particularly described as the present 
so-called Caldwell house on School Street, owned (1933) by A. M. 
Deschenes. It was a two-story building, an innovation in country 
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schoolhouses in those days, and was criticized by the County inspector 
of schools as piling "Ossa on Pelion," a mistaken departure from ac
cepted practice of keeping the schoolrooms, perhaps from motives 
of safety, close to the ground. Nevertheless, the new school build
ing was a marked improvement over its predecessor by the river. 
Its main defect was lack of room, as it was outgrown in an even 
shorter time than the small house by the river, and in ten years the 
district was building a much larger two-story house of brick, which 
was to be the pride of the town for many years. This new house was 
the present brick primary school and Union Hall building on School 
Street. The house then built was by far the greatest municipal 
undertaking up to that time. It was unquestionably the finest public 
school building in the County, and by some asserted to be the best 
in the State. Its dedication was held on Fourth of July, 1854, and 
was carried out in the spirit of the day, with salutes and bell-ringing 
after the best traditions of the great National holiday. The follow
ing program was printed and distributed for the occasion: 

PROGRAMME 

There will be a National Salute at Sunrise and Sunset, 
at which time the Church Bells will be rung. 

A procession will be formed on the Baptist Common, 
at 8 o'clock, A. M., under the direction of 
J. L. BOLSTER, CHIEF MARSHALL, 

and in the following 

ORDER. 
MARTIAL MUSIC-By the Winchendon Brass Band 

ESCORT-The Jaffrey Rifle Company, and the 
Winchendon Alert Engine Company, No. i. 
President of the day-J. CONANT, Esq. 

Orator of the day-Hon. A.H. BENNETT. 
Committee of Arrangements. 

Toastmasters for the day-Dr. 0. H. BRADLEY, and 
REV. G. W. ADAMS 
Clergymen of the town. 

Vice Presidents. 
SINGERS. 

School Children, with Their Teachers, and Prudential 
Committees. 

Citizens and others generally. 

The Procession on being formed will move to the 
School House, at which the Dedicatory Exercises 

will be performed in the following 

ORDER 
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I-Voluntary by the Choir, under the direction of Mr. S. N. Laws. 
II-Introductory Prayer, by the Rev. L. Tenney. 
III-Reading of Scriptures, by the same. 
V-Dedicatory Hymn. 
V-Address. 
VI-Dedicatory Prayer, by Rev. E. K. Bailey. 
VII-Voluntary Music by the Choir. 
VIII-Benediction, by Rev. G. W. Adams. 
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The singing was by a special choir under the direction of Mr. S. N. 
Laws. There was also juvenile singing, and selections by a quartette 
of German citizens of Jaffrey in their own language, the exercises 
being "enlivened at frequent intervals with music by the Band." 

A banquet was held in Melville Woods, followed by toasts and 
responses by distinguished guests. The Peterborough Transcript 
published the following lively account of the occasion: 

Very early in the morning, at East Jaffrey, the people began to pour in from the 
adjoining towns, and from the farms upon the hill-sides and in the valleys of the 
town of Jaffrey, until the village was literally filled up to scripture measure, and 
run over in the shape of horses and carriages tied to walls, fences and trees upon 
the sides of all the roads leading out from it. There were the teachers of all the 
schools-smiling school-mistresses, each followed by her brood of rosy-cheeked 
pupils, all dressed in their Sunday's best, with nice clean aprons, beautiful dresses 
and streaming ribbons, looking delighted and happy, each school having a banner, 
coming to dedicate the magnificent new school-house, and enjoy the festivities 
of the occasion. The procession was formed under the active and efficient Chief 
Marshall of the day, on the Baptist Common, and then marched to the school
house to be dedicated, escorted by the Winchendon Fire Company, Alert, with 
the Winchendon Brass Band, and the old "Jaffrey Rifles." 

The Procession was conducted into the Hall of the new school-house, and called 
to order by the President of the Day, John Conant, Esq. It has been estimated 
by the best judges that there were upwards of five thousand people present, so 
that only a small part were able to enter the Hall. The address was listened to 
with marked attention, and it was a matter of regret that all present could not 
have heard it. 

After the dedicatory exercises at the Hall were concluded, the procession was 
formed anew, and marched to the grove of J. M. Melville, Esq., in the rear of his 
dwelling-house (now the Stone House), which seems to have been designed by 
nature, especially for such festal occasions-there being a large rock, in the midst 
of a spreading forest, suitable for a stage capable of seating quite a number of 
persons, and of proper height, breadth and surface, for a rostrum for the speakers, 
with spacious grounds in front, as a sort of amphitheatre, to accommodate the 
people, beneath the noble forest trees, while it offered a luxurious shade on the 
sultry Fourth. 

In the center of the ground, in front of the rock, were set the tables, groaning 
beneath the weight of eatables, furnished for the collation by the generous people 
of Jaffrey. Early in the day, it was feared there would not be a supply for the 
immense crowd which seemed to be gathering; but, without a miracle, all the 
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multitude were fed, and there were certainly twelve baskets of the fragments 
that remained. Great credit is due, and is fully given to those who contributed 
to the collection for the variety and quality, as well as quantity of the food be
stowed on the occasion. The tables were set in admirable taste by the ladies who 
had charge of them, and by a hungry man the taste was fully appreciated. 

That the plans of the builders of 1854 were wise is shown by the 
consistent use of the building for a variety of !public uses even at 
present. And the voters of the district in 1873-74 showed themselves 
to be still up-to-date by providing the school-rooms with globes, 
maps and "other illustrative apparatus and with text books for the 
use of teachers." But still East Jaffrey grew and by the school year 
1889-1890 district No. 2 had one half of the pupils in the town, and 
there began to be talk of additional school room to relieve the over
crowding of its rooms. A short time later a new building was decided 
upon and A. M. Caldwell, W. L. Goodnow, and C. L. Rich were 
chosen a building committee. The contract was awarded to Edward 
H. Bailey and Edward C. Boynton, contractors, both of whom are 
still living in the district, the former in his 93d year. The new build
ing, the present wooden Primary schoolhouse on School Street, erected 
at a cost of $8,704, was opened for classes in 1893-1894, at which time 
an increase of fifty pupils in the district was reported. But almost 
as soon as the new house was completed, the report of the School 
Board called attention to the fact that only one room had been really 
gained, as the "North Room" of the brick building was given for the 
use of the Conant School. To gain more room, eventually a wooden 
annex was built to the brick schoolhouse, which accommodated the 
Conant High School until its removal to its new home in 1916. 

School District No. 3, in number of pupils for many years one of 
the largest districts in the town, built its first schoolhouse in 1795, 
on a spot chosen by a special committee for selecting schoolhouse sites 
in districts that could not agree on the location. The house in dis
trict No. 3, as already stated, was on the "road from Rufus Sawyer's 
house to Capt. Benjamin Spaulding's," south west of Gilmore Pond. 
It was erected according to the specifications of the town and re
mained in use until 1845. In 1824 the sum of seventy-two dollars 
was assessed on the town for repairs. This was expended in clap
boarding, painting, and shingling the house, but the inside-floor, 
plastering, and ceiling-still needed attention and in 1828 the school
house equalization committee recommended the laying out of thirty
eight dollars within four years on repairing the house, then "the oldest 
house in town." 
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In April, 1845, the district voted to build a new schoolhouse and 
"to raise money to build the schoolhouse and also to pay Rufus Saw
yer for land to set it upon." A building committee, Amasa Emery, 
Gilman Mower, and David Chadwick, was appointed and impowered 
to dispose of the old house "to best advantage." The house was 
sold for fifteen dollars to John Towne, and is today in part the dining 
room of the house in East Jaffrey now owned by John H. Preston. 
The posts and beams are as in the original building and the position 
of the doorsill can still be seen. The new schoolhouse was built, 
and on September 6, 1845, Rufus Sawyer, Jr., leased to the district 
"the lot on which the schoolhouse stands," west of the road, "as long 
as used for school purposes." 

On February 4, 1916, the old schoolhouse was burned and was re
placed the same year by a new house at an expense to the town of 
$1,200, to be shortly abandoned by the consolidation of the district 
with the town system of schools when pupils were transported to East 
Jaffrey. 

School District No. 3, the Gilmore Pond district, adopted its first 
formal organization under the direction of Master Samuel Litch in 
November, 1810, and it continued as a social organization long after 
the other districts had ceased to function. 

A vivid picture of the old-time district school was given by Mrs. 
Mahala (Baker) Underwood at the time of the Jaffrey Sesqui-Cen
tennial Celebration, when she was lacking a few days of ninety years 
of age. She said: 

I was a very happy little girl when five years old; I was allowed to take my spell
ing book and go with my brother to school. We had a walk of about 1 ½ miles. 
Rebecca Bacon was the teacher. I will say right here I liked all my teachers but 
one. She feruled my brother on the hand for whispering; he did not seem to 
mind it, but I could not quite forgive her. Sally Stevens' home was in No. 3 and 
she taught many terms of summer school here. She was not only a good teacher, 
but a mother to the children under her care. Children three years old attended 
the summer school; boys at ten were kept at home to help on the farms, some 
went to the winter school until 20. 

The little red schoolhouse was then crowded with between 50 and 60 pupils. 
A brisk fire of big sticks of wood in the fireplace furnished the heat. We wore 
homespun dresses, warm wool stockings and thick shoes (no rubbers then) and 
kept comfortably warm. The school room had one aisle with long seats and 
benches on either side; the girls sat on one side, the boys on the other. We 
used quill pens for writing until about 1842. It was a busy half-hour for the 
master while we were writing to mend and make our pens. He would have 
quite a pile of writing books to take home and set our copies. 

In 1845 the district built a new school house. Columbus C. Parker taught 
the last two winter terms in the old house and the first in the new. He was an 

19 
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excellent teacher and kept us busy and interested. I remember Master Litch, 
not as a teacher, but as superintending school committee. He took a great in
terest in our schools and gave us good sound advice. His home was in No. 3, so 
of course wanted our school to have a good record. I recollect his saying to us 
that our school was called one of the best in town, but that was not enough; he 
wanted us to do a little better and be the best. 

In those days our parents provided us with books and slates and pencils. We 
prized our books and took good care of them. We had two terms of eight or nine 
weeks in a year. The superintending school committee for several years was 
Rev. Stillman Clarke, Rev. Leonard Tenney and Rev. E. H. Bailey. There were 
13 school districts in town. One of the committee visited each school the first 
of the term and may be again before the last day when we expected to see them 
all at No. 3. They were paid the large salary of $10 each for the year. 

I would like to give the names of all my teachers for they labored hard and with 
small pay for the good of their pupils, but they have all passed on and only a few 
remember them. A. W. Hodge as far as I know is the only one left who went 
with me to the red schoolhouse, and he and Liberty M. Jewell and his sister, Mrs. 
Wilbur Whitney, are the only ones left who went to the new school house when 
I did. 

School District No. 4 was one of the first districts to comply with 
the town's mandate for building schoolhouses. The first house in 
the district was a small rude affair and, not meeting the specifica
tions soon after adopted by the town, it was sold to Lt. Daniel Adams. 
In October, 1795, the town voted to "allow the district Mr Alpheus 
Brigham lives in the Sum of five pounds Seventeen Shillings being the 
Sum the old house was bid off for, to be deducted out of the Sum to be 
assessed for building and finishing School houses, on condition the 
district build and finish a School house in Said district equal to twenty 
feet Square, and also to agree with V Daniel Adams to whom the 
former School house was Struck off to." The second house was built 
in 1795. 

A new chimney was built in 1821 by Jesse Butters, who received 
$3.33 for his labor, and Oliver Jewett was paid five dollars for a thou
sand bricks. Seven years later the house, which was twenty-one 
by twenty feet, was in need of "shingling in two or three years," and 
the sum of forty dollars was allowed for the purpose and other re
pairs to be made within the time limit of three years. At that time 
it had been recently clapboarded and painted. Little additional in
formation as to the schoolhouses in the fourth district is contained 
in the town records and the district records have not been found. The 
original schoolhouse site was a short distance south of the so-called 
Priest Corners, at the fork of the road to Ingalls Corner and Rindge 
and the road to Fitzwilliam. In March, 1891, it was reported that 
there was not a single pupil within the bounds of the district and the 
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school was discontinued for several terms. In 1896 the house was 
newly shingled and again used for a school. In 1898 it was moved to 
a site near the present Morgan Corner, at a cost of $266.97, including 
the lot. The last term of school in the district was held in 1927. 

School District No. 5 covered the southwest corner of the town. 
This was one of the most thickly settled parts of the town in the early 
days and was well accommodated with roads. Accordingly, the 
location of the schoolhouse met with less controversy than in the 
other districts, although the exact location of its first schoolhouse is 
not known. The first schoolhouse in the district was built before 
1793, and was destroyed by fire in the year named. Another house 
was erected before May 7, 1795, when the town voted to accept of 
"the form of the Schoolhouse by Dudley Griffins, No. 5." In 1806 
general repairs on the house were made by the town, which paid John 
Tilton $6.79 for repairing the house and Edward Perkins two dollars 
for repairing the chimney. Extensive repairs were again made in 1819, 
when Oliver and William Jewett were paid $5.40 for bricks and clay; 
Moody Lawrence, $1.45 for lime and work on the house; John and 
Thomas Peak, $2.50 for carting boards to the house; Artemas Law
rence, $1.98 for double tin; and David Gilmore was paid for boards. 

In 1828 the house was described as being "the oldest school house 
in town but one." The exception was No. 3. Seventy dollars were 
recommended to be expended in repairs within three years, as the 
house would then be in need of shingling and the clapboarding was 
also in poor condition. In 1832 the house was repaired under the 
supervision of Edward Spaulding, Isaac Adams, II, and John Worces
ter; and Edward Spaulding was instructed to procure a stove for the 
house. By the spring of 1846 the house was so much the worse for 
wear that the district voted to build a new schoolhouse and appointed 
Asa Baker, Isaac Adams, and Nehemiah Adams a committee to 
superintend the work of building and to furnish materials. 

At this time the painting of the proposed house also received con
sideration by the district, which voted to paint it" black trimmed with 
green." The vote was later reconsidered and a new one taken to 
paint the house the "same color as Mr. Asa Baker's new house," 
which was, we may surmise, of a more cheerful hue. The schoolhouse 
was built that summer and fall, and left unpainted until November, 
when the district voted to paint it white and to paper the interior. 
David Spaulding was employed to paint the house, to varnish the 
benches, and also to number the hooks and benches. With a new 
schoolhouse there was need of a new stove and the old one was sold to 
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A. W. Spaulding for $1.30. The total cost of the new house, "then 
the best in town," was $496.27. Dedicatory exercises were held that 
fall or winter, but both date and details are now lost, except that 
David Spaulding was chosen president of the day. The new house 
was located in the west angle formed by the intersection of the Fitz
william road with the road to the Worcester place. 

Six years later the house was painted, and in 1874 it was painted 
white with green blinds. In 1894 it was shingled and again repaint
ed, but three years later the district was annexed to the fourth dis
trict and the house No. 5 was discontinued for school purposes. Later 
it was sold and removed to Cheshire Village between the railroad 
track and the highway, facing Cheshire Pond, where it is still used 
as a dwelling. 

School District No. 6, known also as the west or northwest dis
trict, was the largest district in area. . It covered the most sparsely 
settled section of the town, and included the greater part of Monad
nock Mountain. In 1840-41 the extreme west part of the district 
was set off and organized as School District No. 12. The building 
of the schoolhouse in District No. 6 met with considerable difficulty, 
as no spot could be agreed upon by the inhabitants. Consequently 
the location for the first house was chosen by a special committee of 
the town in 1792, and was on the east side of the road from Benjamin 
Dole's house to Alexander Milliken's, "on a spot of rising ground." 
The location was rejected by the inhabitants of the district, who built 
a house on a spot of their own choosing about 1794, and in 1795 the 
town was asked to accept the "place where the School house now 
Stands in the North west Destrict in lieu of the place where the comm tt 
perfixed it." The town voted to accept the site, and in April, that 
year, the schoolhouse itself was accepted by the town. The cost of 
building the first schoolhouse in the district is not known, but in 
May, 1797, Lemuel Maynard was paid the sum of $56.67 for finishing 
the house. 

By 1814 the schoolhouse was so much out of repair that a new one 
was built by David Gilmore, costing $216.56. The dimensions of 
the second house were twenty-one feet by twenty feet, and in 1828 
it was described by the committee on equalizing the schoolhouses 
as not needing "much repairs at present. Chimney will need re
building in a few years, the water having damaged the foundation of 
said chimney; seiling poor." In April, 1840, the sum of fifty dollars 
was raised for the purpose of moving the house to its last location, on 
the north side of the old turnpike road, west of the present Nightin-
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gale homestead, and fifteen dollars were raised toward the purchase 
of a stove for the house. Eleven years later repairs to the extent of 
$130 were made on the house, which continued in use for school pur
poses until 1886. It was sold in 1898. 

School District No. 7 embraced the center of the town and the 
schoolhouse was located near the meeting-house on the Common. 
The first schoolhouse in town was built in this district, which in 1788 
was granted permission to "Build a School house on the Common 
west of the front of the meet ting house." In 1795 a committee was 
chosen "to appoint a place to Set the School house in the middle 
School district." After a ten minute adjournment, during which 
the committee-Roger Gilmore, Joseph Cutter, and Samuel Buss
examined the Common for a suitable site, the committee recommend
ed "to Set the Said house about the middle of the ground between the 
gate of the burying yard and the South west corner of the burying 
yard, or Rather nearer Said corner. That the north west corner of 
Said house be at a Stake and Stones three feet north of the Stone 
Wall." The spot designated was on the sidehill west of the meeting
house, on which the schoolhouse was built soon after. On March 4, 
1809, the town "Voted that leave be given to move schoolhouse No. 
7 provided it be set within fifty rods of the meeting house & placed 
in as good repair as it now is without expense to the town." Whether 
the house was moved or not can not now be learned. 

On April 20, 1816, the town voted to build a new schoolhouse in 
the district and to "give Adonijah Howe $400 for building and fin
ishing said house in a good and workmanlike manner. $200 is to be 
paid in March next and $200 in March, 1817, the last payment to be 
on intrest after said house is finished. Oliver Prescott, Jonathan 
Fox, David Jewett, and Benjamin Prescott and John Cutter be a com
mittee to determine uppon the bigness of said house and the spot it 
shall stand on." The old schoolhouse was sold at public vendue to 
Dr. Howe for eighteen dollars, on a year's credit. 

The new house was built "in proportion to the bigness of the dis
trict," west of the place now owned by Bowman F. Cann, on land 
that was bought from Robert Gilmore for the sum of $21.11. In 
size it was the largest schoolhouse in town, measuring thirty-four 
feet by twenty feet. In 1828 the sum of twenty-five dollars was 
allotted for repairing the house, which was then described as "not 
very well built," and needing repairs. 

In July, 1856, the sum of five hundred dollars was voted to be 
raised for the purpose of moving and repairing schoolhouse No. 7 
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and to pay for land for its new site. In August following, land of 
John W. Poole on the north side of the turnpike road was appraised 
at $117, and the house was moved to the lot named. About 1864 
the old schoolhouse in district No. 7 was abandoned for school pur
poses after which it was used as a blacksmith shop until bought by 
the Village Improvement Society and torn down. After 1864 the 
old Melville Academy building was used as the schoolhouse in the 
district until the consolidation of schools in the town. 

School District No. 8, in the early records often called the "east 
middle district," covered the territory adjacent to the so-called Bald
win Corner and Pierces' Crossing and Cheshire Factory village to 
the Sharon line. Amos Fortune, the first benefactor of our schools, 
was a resident of this district, to which he left a small bequest, the 
income of which was a part of the school fund in the district until the 
abolishment of the district system (see sketch of the life of Amos 
Fortune in this volume). The first schoolhouse in the district was 
erected in 1795, or earlier, on a site on or near the present farm of 
W. E. Nutting. In 1806 considerable repairs were made on the house 
by Jonas Nutting, to the amount of $16.69, and John Houghton, 
often employed by the town to repair schoolhouse chimneys, spent 
three days at No. 8 laying brick, presumably on a new chimney. 

By 1822 the house was again much out of repair and in town meet
ing in March, that year, the subject of repairing schoolhouses Nos. 
8 and 11 received much pro and con deliberation, resulting, on the 
seventh vote, in the appointment of a committee of three, Benjamin 
Prescott, Asa Parker, Jr., and Joseph Joslin, to find a new site for the 
houses. The following month the committee reported that both 
houses would be worth repairing if they were large enough for the 
districts, "but such is not the case." For three years longer the 
matter dragged on, when, March, 1825, a new committee, consisting 
of John Conant, William Ainsworth, Esq., and Josiah Mower, was 
appointed to locate the proposed schoolhouse No. 8 and $200 was 
appropriated for building it. In July the site was accepted and the 
building contract was awarded to Samuel Foster, who was paid the 
following December the sum of $184.40 in full for building the house, 
and James Ingalls, much employed schoolhouse painter, was paid 
twelve dollars for painting it. The house was described in 1828 as 
being twenty-two feet by twenty-one feet, "in good repair and de
cently well built." 

The development of the Cheshire Factory soon brought more fami
lies to the district, which, in turn, demanded a relocation of the school-
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house. A new site, near the present Pierce's Crossing, was selected 
in 1845, and the building committee, Addison Monroe, and Robert 
Ritchie, was allowed by the town $177 for moving and rebuilding the 
house, $12 for the land, $14.56 for a stove and funnel, &nd one dollar 
for "a sheet of iron." Ten years later fifty dollars in repairs were 
expended on the house. 

The district continued to grow in numbers, largely because of the 
development of the Cheshire Factory village, and by 1889 the old 
schoolhouse was inadequate and was replaced by a new one at Pierce's 
Crossing. At this time the district was the third in number of pupils, 
being exceeded only by No. 2 and 7. Five years later the new house 
was reported as taxed beyond its capacity, with 52 pupils where there 
was room for only 42. In 1909 school in the district was discon
tinued and the pupils transported to the village schools. The school
house later was sold and removed several years ago. 

School District No. 9, or the northeast district, was the most diffi
cult school district to accommodate with a schoolhouse that would 
give any semblance of accessibility and convenience to all its families. 
Covering a large area in the northeast part of the township and with 
no roads passing through or near its geographical center, the district 
could not easily find a site to meet the approval of all its inhabitants, 
and, consequently, had recourse to town action and judgment more 
often than any other district. The site for the first schoolhouse in 
the district was chosen in 1792 by a committee of the town-Roger 
Gilmore, Lt. Samuel Buss, and Dr. Adonijah Howe-as heretofore 
stated, but their location was no more acceptable to the inhabitants 
than any of their own choosing, and the house was not built. The 
district again sought the adjudication of the town, which selected a 
spot in "the pasture formily owned by Phillip Adams," on which the 
house was erected in 1793. Two years later it was moved to a loca
tion on the north side of the present road between the Laughlin corner 
and the Miller farm, not far from the point of intersection with the 
road to the present farm of Jacob Ojala, "Provided the Majority of 
Said district are agreed to move the Same and that it can be done 
without expense to those in Said district that are Not agreed." The 
agreement was signed by the following inhabitants, nearly all resi
dents of the north part of the district: Roger Brigham, Joseph Bates, 
Peter Bates, Noah Emery, Joseph Snow, Thomas Fisk, Asa Fisk, 
Ebenezer Burpee, Mary T~rner, Thomas Adams, David Sawtell, 
Abel Parker, Amos Boynton, James Turner, Whitcomb Powers, 
Elijah -w elman, and Samuel Sanders. The new location was even 
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more objectionable to the families living on the Peterborough road, 
namely, John Davis, John Davis, Jr., Andrew Davis, John Butters, 
William McAllister, and Thomas Davidson, Jr., hitherto disappointed 
petitioners, who now asked to be "set off to the east middle" or 
eighth district, where the schoolhouse was more accessible for them. 

In the first record extant of the division of the school money among 
the school districts of the town, district No. 9 received £5 2s. 2d., the 
third largest amount, and maintained the same position until sub
divided in 1845. The two districts that were larger were No. 7, in 
the Center, and No. 3, near Gilmore Pond. 

In October, 1813, the relocation of the schoolhouse was again be
fore the town and a committee consisting of Benjamin Prescott, Dr. 
Adonijah Howe, and Samuel Dakin reported in favor of moving the 
house to a place "as near the center of the families who usually send 
to it as ground will admit-viz-a small distance southerly of Eben
ezer Burpee's house." The house was not moved, and the subject 
of having two schoolhouses in the district next engaged the atten
tion of the town, and a year later a special town meeting was held 
for the purpose of settling matters in school district No. 9. At this 
time the town voted that only one schoolhouse be maintained in the 
district and appointed another committee, comprised of David Gil
more, John Cutter, and Oliver Bailey, to measure the ground and 
choose a central spot. In February, 1815, the committee made its 
report, "that a schoolhouse be erected on a small rise of land in the 
south part of Mr Ebenr Burpee's pasture about twenty-six rods 
southeasterly of where the old school house formily stood, or about 
eight rods north of the bars at the edge of the woods." There is 
nothing to indicate that the committee recommendations were ac
tually carried out, although in August, 1815, the town voted to build 
a house in the district by the first of November, 1816, and apparently 
hired Samuel Patrjck, Jr., for the builder. But the matter ended in 
a futile attempt at compromise and on April 20, 1816, the town voted 
to build two schoolhouses in the district, "one to stand at or near the 
corner of the roads between Levi Fisks and Asa Parker's and the 
other to stand on the southeast corner of Parker Maynard's home 
lot, and that they have one hundred eighty dollars in addition to the 
sum [$239.49] that Samuel Patrick was to have to build a house in 
the Senter of Said district." 

The sites chosen by the town for the two schoolhouses were accept
able to the inhabitants of the district, and the houses were erected. 
The "south house," so-called, was built by Samuel Patrick, Jr., for 
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$239.49, and on Dec. 16, 1816, he gave his receipt to the town for 
$224.44, which with the addition of $15.05, "being the sum I was to 
give ... for the old schoolhouse," made the total of the contract price. 
The new house was twenty-six feet by twenty and a half feet, and 
stood on the north side of the present Old Peterborough Road, a few 
rods east of the intersection of roads known as Dean Corner. The 
spot is easily recognized as the small rectangular lot by the roadside, 
sheared off by a stone wall from the southeast corner of the old Parker 
Maynard farm, lot 19, range 3, and adjoins the Old Jaffrey Town 
Farm. 

The other schoolhouse was built on the road to the Asa Parker 
homestead, now the summer home of Mrs. Beatrice Bell, of New York. 
The house measured twenty-six feet by twenty-one feet and was built 
by Isaac Jewell, who, in December, 1817, gave his receipt for "$180 
in full for building schoolhouse No. 9." 

In 1828 the two houses were reported as being "in decent repair 
and pretty well built, and continued in use by the district until 1845, 
when the "north house" was set off with its tributary area as district 
No. 13, and the "south house" continued as No. 9. In 1845 a new 
schoolhouse was built in district No. 9 at a cost of $316, land not 
included, on the farm of Charles Lincoln, who, in December, leased 
to the district "the whole of that piece of land now walled out with a 
schoolhouse on same." School Districts No. 10 and 13 were after
ward annexed to the ninth district. In 1923 the last term of school 
was held in schoolhouse No. 9, which, in 1932, was sold to E. C. 
Fletcher, who moved the building up the hill to its present location 
on the so-called Merrifield farm, where it is now used as a dwelling. 

School District No. 10 comprised territory in the north central part 
of the town, east of Thorndike Pond and immediately west of dis
trict No. 9. It was one of the smaller districts, ranking, in 1788, 
next to the smallest. The spot chosen for the schoolhouse in the dis
trict was near the farm of Benjamin Lawrence. The first house was 
built about 1795, and in February, 1797, the town paid Parker May
nard the sum of $23.50 for finishing the house. What the total cost 
of building and finishing the house was is not known, but it was not 
far from one hundred dollars. In 1802 and 1803 general repairs were 
made on the house. John Houghton built a new chimney for $2.25, 
and Jesse Maynard was paid two dollars "for 400 of bricks for school 
house No. 10." Other repairs were made by Rufus Houghton for 
$8.34 and by Benjamin Lawrence for one dollar. 

In October, 1813, the town schoolhouse committee-Benjamin 
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Prescott, Dr. Adonijah Howe, and Samuel Dakin-on examining the 
several schoolhouses, reported that the house in this district was 
"so far decayed that it would not be worth repairing," and recom
mended the building of a new house. The recommendation was ac
cepted by the town, which appointed the selectmen (Samuel Dakin, 
Jonathan Fox, and Joseph Joslin) and Jacob Jewell a committee to 
superintend the work of building the new house, and in 1817 the old 
house was sold at public vendue to Thomas Dinsmore for the small 
sum of $3.83, on a year's credit. The new house, twenty-four feet 
by twenty feet, with a small porch, was built in 1814 by Jacob Jewell 
for $232.30. In 1828 the committee to equalize the schoolhouses 
suggested that $85 be appropriated for repairs to the house within a 
year, as the house, after fourteen years' use, was "in very bad repair 
throughout, and the materials for building said house was poor and 
work done to conform to said materials." In 1877 the district was 
annexed to the ninth district. The building remained standing and 
at one time was used as a dwelling by Peter Hogan, after the burning 
of his house in 1888. The schoolhouse fell in ruins several years ago. 

School District No. 11 was set off from the seventh district on 
March 3, 1795, upon the petition of a number of families living near 
the Mountain and Thorndike Pond, to whom the schoolhouse in the 
middle district was not conveniently located. A year later· the town 
instructed its schoolhouse building committee to build and finish a 
house in district No. 11 "according to the instructions they had for 
building and finishing the other ten School houses in Said town." As 
full district rights and privileges meant representation on this com
mittee, in May, 1796, the town appointed Joseph Thorndike, from 
the new district, as a member of the building committee. The com
mittee hired Sim.eon Butters to build and finish the schoolhouse. In 
February, 1798, the town accepted the house "on the ground on 
which it Now Stands," and the next month Mr. Butters was paid 
$116.67 for building and finishing the house. In 1817 the house was 
extensively repaired by Joseph Cutter, Jr., at a cost of $35.80. 

The location of the first schoolhouse in the district is not definitely 
known, but it is said to have been on the abandoned road to the 
Thorndike farm, now the home of Ernest McCoy. The house was con
tinued in use until 1822, when the subject of repairing the old house 
or building a new one in two districts, Nos. 8 and 11, was thrashed 
at great length in town meeting. After much voting and recon
sidering the town finally chose its selectmen (David Gilmore, Asa 
Parker, and Joseph Joslin) a committee to locate schoolhouse No. 11, 
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-On condition that the district pay the committee for its services "and 
also that the district shall underpin said house at their own expense." 
On April 6, that year, the committee reported that new houses were 
necessary as the old ones, although worth repairing, were too small. 
The building of the new house in district No. 11 was let to the lowest 
bidder, with the following specifications: 

Said School house will be put up to the lowest bidder, to be built 20 feet by 24 
feet 10 feet Stud to be built of good materials and workmanship not inferior to 
School House No. 1 by Esqr Prescott's, painting excepted to be finished by the 
last day of Sept. next, foundation for house and chimney ready layd, and to be 
properly lighted, glass over the door entry way to be 4 feet from the points of the 
Jambs, bonds for faithful performance of Specifications of workmanship and 
materials will be required- Cash will be paid by the last day of Dept [sic] next. 

LITTLE RED SCHOOLHOUSE-NUMBER ELEVEN 

David Gilmore, Jr., was the successful bidder and was given the 
-contract for two hundred dollars. The new house was located in the 
-center of the district, on lot 10, range 3, on the west side of the road 
to Dublin. In 1822 the old schoolhouse No. 11 was sold for $6.70. 

In 1828 the house was described by the committee to equalize the 
schoolhouses as being "a new one and in decent repair, but not so 
firmly built as ought to have been." Its dimensions were twenty
two feet and twenty feet. About 1827 or 1828 it was moved to a 
site on the road between The Ark and Shattuck Inn, where it still 
stands, emblematic of former days, embalmed in memory as the little 
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red schoolhouse by the side of the road. Tradition tells that when 
it was moved Charles Cutter, then a boy of ten or eleven, kept even 
pace with educational progress in the district by riding all the way 
astride the ridge pole. 

Samuel Litch, the famous Jaffrey schoolmaster, taught one term 
in this district when ten Cutter children from one family attended his 
school. School in the district was discontinued in 1886, after which 
the house was sold to Joel H. Poole for preservation as a memorial 
of the earlier, simpler days, when Jaffrey managed its own business 
in its own way and asked no favors of State or Nation. 

School District No. 12 was set off from sixth district in 1840 or '41, 
and included the extreme west central part of the town, near the 
Troy-Marlborough line. The schoolhouse in the district was situ
ated on lot 1, range 4, at the corner of the Troy and Marlborough 
roads, opposite the present summer residence of Harry W. Plummer. 
Children from Troy and Marlborough attended school in the district 
also. In 1886 it was under the supervision of Troy for the summer 
term and closed the rest of the year, with provision for the pupils in 
the district made elsewhere. The school was discontinued in 1887. 

School District No. 13, originally a part of the ninth district, was 
organized in 1845, when it received from the town its first share of 
the school money as a separate district. The amount received was 
$14.21. The district embraced the "north schoolhouse" of the origi
nal district and its tributary area in the extreme northeast part of 
the town. As already described, the schoolhouse was on the road 
to the former Parker farm, then occupied by George W. Keyes and 
later by Edward B. Crowe. In 1886 the district was reannexed to 
the school district No. 9. 

EARLY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Whatever were the methods of instruction employed in the early 
schools, the results are not discreditable. In the first generation of 
settlers, after the incorporation of the town, were men who had been 
engaged in teaching school in their old home towns and who became 
the first schoolmasters in Jaffrey. In the second generation also were 
many distinguished teachers. Before there were schoolhouses, 
schools were kept in private houses, among them, in district No. 3, 
the house of Lt. James Stevens; in district No. 5, the house of Phineas 
Spaulding; in No. 10 the house of Alpheus Brigham, who probably 
were the first schoolmasters. 

The fact that Ebenezer Stratton, a former selectman in Jaffrey, 
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who in 1784 moved into Rindge, was in that town employed to teach 
school for the sum of one dollar and a quarter a week, board himself, 
and cut his own wood, is presumptive evidence that he had gained 
his experience even before removing to Rindge, no doubt in district 
No. 1 or 6 in Jaffrey. Phineas Spaulding had taught school in 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts, and after corning to Jaffrey, in 1773, was 
employed to teach school in his district, No. 5, where school was 
"set up" in his house before there was a schoolhouse. In district 
No. 9 Abel Parker was similarly employed, as was also his son, Asa. 
Thomas Adams was another of the early teachers in the northeast 
district. Rufus Houghton taught school in districts Nos. 3 and 10 
for many years. 

In 1782 the town hired a schoolmaster from out of town, Joseph 
Baker of Lincoln, Massachusetts. (See chapter XIII, Hard Times.) 
Aside from Joseph Baker, the earliest record of money paid to school
masters was in March, 1790, when the town 

Gave Reuben Briant two orders for keeping school in the North East Destrict, 
one of O - 8 - 0, ditto, 1 - 15 - 0. 

Gave Asa Bullard Eight Orders for keeping School one pound ten Each. 
Ditto one to Bullard for keeping School of £1 - 3 - 2 
One order to Capt. Adams for Bullards Schooling 1 - 14 - 9 
Ditto one to Thorndike & Page 1 - 7 - 1 
Ditto one to John Gilmore for Bullards School O - 11 - 0 

Asa Bullard was a famous schoolmaster of his day and was em
ployed by several other towns. In 1785 he was keeping school in 
Dublin, and in 1789 and 1790 he was employed in the several dis
tricts in Jaffrey. The History of Dublin, page 290, says of him: 

Asa Bullard of New IpsThich was the first person employed as a teacher in dis
trict No. 3, in the year 1785. The term of school was six weeks: three in the 
house of Ivory Perry near the Jaffrey line, and three in the log-house of Richard 
Gilchrest. Mr. Bullard was a kind and successful teacher. He went to Boston, 
was principal of the Franklin School, Chief Justice Shaw being his assistant. He 
graduated at Dartmouth College, studied medicine and was a successful practi
tioner. He was distinguished for his social powers and for his active benevolence. 
It was said of him, that, at one time, he almost entirely supported four poor 
families. He was never rich. He died about 1826, much lamented by the poor. 

In 1792-93 Luke Lincoln was employed to teach school for three 
months in the center district for seven pounds four shillings, and 
Jacob Danforth, tavern-keeper, was paid three pounds in full for the 
schoolmaster's board. In March, 1793, Samuel Parker gave his re
ceipt for three pounds twelve shillings" in full for my son Amos Parker 
keeping school six weeks." Edward Spaulding, son of Phineas 
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Spaulding, was one of the distinguished early school teachers of the 
town. Captain David Spaulding, another son of Phineas Spaulding, 
lived near his father in the southwest part of the town, on the farm 
at present owned by Chester Champney. He was greatly interested 
in education and taught the winter term of school for thirty-three 
terms. He and John Putnam, a neighbor, took a Boston newspaper 
in partnership, of which after reading each kept an alternate number. 

Women were not employed as teachers in the first schools. The 
earliest record of female teachers in the vicinity comes to us from 
Rindge. In 1774 Jonathan Stanley, then of Rindge but soon after 
of Jaffrey, was paid "one pound Two Shillings and five pence L.M . 
. . . it being in full for his wifes Keeping school the last tearm." In 
Jaffrey no evidence is found of female teachers until toward the end 
of the century or the early 1800's. Hitty Brooks, who in 1806 mar
ried Samuel Pierce, was one of the first female teachers. At one time 
she taught the summer school in district No. 9, where Judge Joel 
Parker, as a small boy, attended her school. In his Centennial Ad
dress, he recalled her as "a most estimable young lady, whose kind
ness dwells in my memory." Other female teachers of the period 
were Sally Stevens, who taught fourteen summers in her own dis
trict, No. 3, Maria Blanchard, under whose tutelage came Judge Joel 
Parker, after the removal of his father's family to Jaffrey Center, 
Dorcas Wakefield, Lucy Kimball, and others. Eliza Ripley and her 
sister Nancy, of a fine family and well educated, taught at a slightly 
later date. In 1822 Eliza Ripley taught in No. 7 for one dollar a week. 

After 1807 women were employed almost exclusively to teach the 
summer schools, which were attended mostly by girls and the small 
boys who were too young to work on the farms. The female teachers 
were usually paid from seventy-five cents to a dollar a week and 
board, while the schoolmasters, who were employed to teach the fall 
and winter schools, received compensations slightly higher. As late 
as 1832, Sally M. Cutter taught summer school in Jaffrey ten weeks 
at five shillings a week, or at a total cost to the district, board included, 
of $14.64 for the term. 

The greatest of the old-time schoolmasters was Ensign Samuel 
Litch. He was a born teacher and in his day, it may be said without 
fear of contradiction, the town of Jaffrey had good schools. His 
advantages as a child were few even in those days. His father dying 
when he was nine years of age, he went about the year 1790 to W eath
ersfield, Vermont, to live with his grandfather. He had never attend
ed school, and there he had no opportunities for study until his day's 
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work on the farm was done. Books were few in that locality, but he 
made the most of those that came to his hand. He perseveringly 
saved all the pitch pine knots that he came across in his work, and 
with these burning in the open fireplace for a light he stretched him
self on the .floor during the long evenings and pored over such books 
as the neighborhood afforded. At eighteen years of age he went 
back to his old home in Winchendon and there for the first time in his 
life he had an opportunity to 
attend school. But after six 
weeks of disorder and failure, 
the schoolmaster was obliged 
to abandon the struggle, and 
by a very unusual proceeding 
Samuel Litch, who was at
tending his first school as a 
pupil, was chosen by vote of 
his school-mates to teach the 
school. This arrangement 
was permitted by the school 
authorities, and thus began a 
lifelong service in the interest 
of education. In 1806 he 
came to Jaffrey, where he 
taught school nineteen years 
in his own district and for 
many years in different parts 
of the town, and so attached 
to him did his pupils become 
that some of them followed SAMUEL LITCH 

him from district to district, walking many miles daily to be under 
his instruction. 

The position of schoolmaster in his day was not a sinecure. He rose 
in the winter season long before dawn and attended to the multi
farious duties of his farm. Then he walked from two to six miles, 
often through the snow and over unbroken roads, to his school. Very 
likely he had then to build the fire, shovel out the snow from the 
schoolhouse, and chop the wood. There were very few text books 
in use at the time and, as a consequence, many of his exercises for the 
school had to be written on the blackboard. He not only set copies 
for the writing exercises, but even made the quills from goose feathers 
for his pupils' use and in many instances wrote the text books that 
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were used in his school. As, at one term at least, his school consisted 
of 105 pupils of all grades from AB C to Rhetoric, a wide range of 
capabilities and great executive ability is indicated by his undisputed 
success. Some of his text books were printed at Jaffrey on the press 
of Salmon Wilder, and two of these, "A Treatise on Rhetoric" and 
"An Elementary Work on Geography," now in possession of the 
Jaffrey History Committee, are interesting both as relics of old school 
days and as specimens of the printer's art. He often lectured in sur
rounding towns on educational subjects, and his argumentative 
powers were of such high order that he was selected a meet antagonist 
sometimes pitted against the minister in debate before the Washing
ton Benevolent Society of his day, of which there was a branch in 
Jaffrey. He also engaged in disputations in the press over the im
posing nom de plume of Estremadura Velasco. 

There seems to have been no insubordination in the schools under 
his administration. He was the recognized master, and if sometimes 
his flying ruler came dangerously near the head of some idle or mis
chievous pupil, his explanation was that the pupil needed it for his 
mental awakening and he had no time to offer it in any other way. 
To be constantly on the alert for such pedagogical offerings would of 
necessity inspire in the mind of the pupil a solemn sense of the uncer
tainty of life and the value of time and would effectually dissipate 
the spirit of repose so fatal to intellectual attainment. Master Litch 
was distinguished for discipline and aptness as a teacher. 

Another noted teacher of district schools was Richard Warren. He 
was a man of cat-like agility, who could apply his not extraordinary 
strength with the impact of a dynamo; and many a fine, stout fellow, 
in the vicissitudes of school life, fell across his knee in a way he could 
never afterward explain. 

The story yet goes that one morning more than one hundred years 
ago he came to the schoolhouse in district No. 1, where there had 
been trouble, to teach the winter school. As good luck for the teacher 
would have it, when he reached the schoolhouse he found the big boys 
(and there was a yard full of them) engaged in the robust pastime 
known as a "ring rastle." The new schoolmaster at once threw off 
his coat and found a place in the circle, and not until the last of the 
line had gone down before him did he open school. There was no 
insubordination in school that winter, and parents in Sharon, hearing 
of the event, sent their sons across the border to receive the discipline 
of so famous a master. 

Perhaps the defects of the old district school system were more 
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glaring than we are willing to admit, but it may at least be said that 
there were some good teachers and good schools. The raw material 
·was the best that a virgin soil and a combination of grit and north
west wind could produce. Such men would often rise superior to de
fects of training and make themselves masters of any situation which 
circumstances placed in their way. 

EARLY SCHOOL BOOKS 

The first book used in the district schools of Jaffrey was undoubt
edly the New England Primer, which was embellished with cuts and 
enriched by many moral precepts. With the first letter of the alpha
bet the children were taught that "In Adam's fall, we sinned all." 
The Psalter and the Bible for the more advanced pupils were also 
among the earliest school books. At length, the spelling book, read
er, and arithmetic made their appearance in the schoolroom. The 
first arithmetics were those of Bonnycastle and Emerson, and one 
called "Young Man's Companion," which were followed by Pike's 
and Adams' Arithmetics. 

Books in use in the schools by 1820 included Percy's and ·Webster's 
spelling books, Scott's Lessons, American Preceptor, Understanding 
Reader, Columbian Orator, Alexander's and Murray's Grammars, 
and Morse's and Cummings' Geographies. Prior to 1860, Hilliard's 
Readers were adopted in place of Towne's, and were followed by Sar
gent's Readers, Colton and Fitch's Geographies, and Tower and 
Tweed's Grammars were introduced. After 1850 or 1860 maps of 
the United States appeared in a few schoolrooms and continued to 
ornament the walls long after they had become obsolete by the growth 
of the Nation. In 1865 Goodrich's History, which had been in use 
for many years, was replaced by Quackenbos' History. The text 
books in use in 1886 were Lippincott's Readers, Swinton's Speller, 
Harper's Arithmetic, Harper's Geographies, Hutchinson's and 
Brand's Physiologies, Higginson's Young Folks' History of the 
United States, and Swinton's Grammars. 

For more than one hundred years of schools in Jaffrey all school 
books were provided by the pupils and their parents. Under this 
arrangement, in the earlier period, progress was impeded by the great 
variety of text books brought to school by the pupils, necessitating 
the teacher to give instruction from many authors, and consequently 
there were in many schoolrooms as many classes in the same subject 
as there were text books brought to school. Attempts at uniformity 
were made but, at a time when both money and books were scarce, 

20 
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no material results were realized until after the middle of the nine
teenth century. The first instance on record of the town furnishing 
school books was in January, 1845, when William Lacy gave his re
ceipt for eighty-six cents, "in full for school books for schollars in 
school district No. 9." In 1851 the town paid L. Tenney fifty-seven 
cents "for books furnished for David Malona's children." 

On January 1, 1890, an act of the New Hampshire Legislature pro
viding for the purchase of text books and other supplies by the school 
committee of every town and city at the expense of the town or city 
became effective. As early as soon after the middle of the century, 
astronomy, natural history, and book-keeping had been introduced 
into some of the schools, but no instruction apparently was given in 
music until 1890, when the Normal Music Reader was added to the 
school books and Mrs. P. B. Mead was employed as the first super
visor of music. 

PRIVATE SCHOOLS AND ACADEMIES 

Following the Revolution, with the gradual approach of settled 
financial conditions, there came in Jaffrey an agitation for more ad
vanced teaching in its schools. By the public school law of 1647, in 
Massachusetts, it was provided that every town of one hundred fami
lies should have a grammar school with a master qualified to fit 
students for college. After the grammar school stage came that of 
the academy. The first academy established in New Hampshire was 
Phillips Academy at Exeter, founded in 1784. Five years later a 
second academy was incorporated at New Ipswich, which has con
tinued its useful service to the present time. The idea spread rapidly 
over New England and in 1795 a school called an academy was talked 
of in Jaffrey, and an acre of public land staked out for its use. Among 
the promoters of the movement were some of the leading men of the 
town, Reverend Laban Ainsworth, Eleazer Spofford, Roger Gilmore, 
Joseph Cutter, Adonijah Howe, Benjamin Cutter, Samuel Adams, 
William Pope, and Joseph Thorndike. These men gave a bond to 
pay ten pounds each toward the erection of a suitable building on the 
common, "the front thereof to front with the meeting house and the 
east end thereof to Stand due South from the west post of the gate 
of the burying yard." A school was opened under the instruction of 
an Irishman named Joseph Dillon, whose specialty was penmanship, 
but of whom it was said that in his scheme of education "the rod was 
mightier than the pen." In his administration the school yielded to 
the glory of the nation General James Miller, the Hero of Lundy's 
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Lane, in the War of 1812, and Samuel Batchelder, one of the founders 
of the textile industry in New England. It does not appear that any 
schoolhouse was built, probably owing to failure of the promoters to 
meet the conditions of the bond. Ten years later David Page, Jr., 
an enterprising merchant of Jaffrey, and associates again attempted 
the founding of an academy in corporate form for which shares were 
offered to the town and to individuals. In support of the movement, 
the town voted a lot of land, not exceeding one acre, southerly of 
Mr. Ainsworth's and a committee was chosen to stake out the lot 
and to give a lease for 999 years "provided that the proprietors out
lay and set up a school and continue the same five years in seven." 
Such a school was opened under the tuition of Josiah Forsaith and 
was continued for three years, 1807 to 1809, inclusive, but, evidently 
failing to meet the test of duration required, the promoters were re
leased from their obligation to build a house and the lease was va
cated. Forsaith is said to have removed to Newport, New Hamp
shire. 

But the question of advanced educational facilities continued to 
arise, and an academy, with the means of preparation for a college 
course in every town was now the goal of school committees and the 
ambition of more and more of the most promising pupils in the schools. 
Practical people were against them as a waste of money and an un
failing source of discontent and distaste in the young people for agri
culture and the wholesome everyday pursuits by which their parents 
had prospered, and which must continue to be the mainstay of town 
and nation. Robert B. Thomas, of the Old Farmer's Almanack 
fame, whose word was light and leading to a sturdy class of citizens 
all over New England, would have none of them. They were im
practicable, "Too much fun, frolic and filagree; send your children 
to the common school," said he, "and let them have a solids useful 
education." 

But the best offering was yet to come unclaimed to Jaffrey. Op
portunity knocks once on every door. Here it came in such a modest 
guise, and, like the Raven, so gently it came rapping and so softly it 
came ta.pping, that it was only after a hundred years that we began 
to realize how fame and fortune had passed us by. In 1828 a new 
school was announced that might by now have ranked with the earli
est and best of the women's colleges of the nation. Its sponsorship 
was all that could be desired, and its founders were young ladies of 
exceptional talent and character, and descendants of a most distin
guished New England family. They were daughters of Laban Rip-
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ley of Jaffrey, who was a brother of the famous Reverend Dr. Ezra 
Ripley of Concord, Massachusetts, and one of the nineteen children 
of Noah and Hannah Kent Ripley, of Woodstock, Connecticut, and 
Barre, Massachusetts. As a prospectus of their offering to the young 
women of Jaffrey and the nation, the following advertisement was 
published in The New Hampshire Sentinel, March 21, 1828: 

Misses Eliza N. and Nancy Ripley purpose opening a school in Jaffrey for the 
instruction of young ladies in the solid and ornamental branches of education. 
Spring term of 12 weeks will commence on first Wednesday of May. Tuition 
per term for Reading, Orthography, Chirography, Geography, Ancient and 
Modern, Arithmetic, English Grammar, History and Composition, $3.00. Rhet
orick, Logick, Projection of maps, Ornamental Needle Work, including Rug and 
Lace Work, Drawing and Painting, Astronomy, Natural, Moral and Intellectual 
Philosophy, and Chemistry, $4.00. The Misses Ripley pledge their united efforts 
to promote the rapid improvement of their pupils and to merit the patronage of 
the public. The formation of the manners and the cultivation of the mental 
powers of their pupils together with the improvement of their moral and religious 
character will receive particular and assiduous attention. Board may be ob
tained in respectable families on reasonable terms. 

N.B. We can with pleasure recommend the Misses Ripley to the public as 
highly qualified to superintend a school of the above description. One of them 
is now preceptress of a respectable seminary in Lansingburg, N. Y., and both 
have been approved instructresses in the higher branches of female education. 

Laban Ainsworth 
Luke Howe 

MELVILLE ACADEMY 

In 1832 the ambition of Jaffrey for an academy of its own was 
realized when a few leading citizens obtained a charter for a school 
in Jaffrey, which in consideration of a generous gift from one of the 
incorporators was named Melville Academy. The act of incorpora
tion bore the signature of Franklin Pierce, then speaker of the House of 
Representatives of New Hampshire, but afterwards President of the 
United States. Among its grantees and principal promoters were 
Asa Parker, Luke Howe, and John Fox. In 1833 a building was erect
ed in Jaffrey Center village on a lot of land bought of Luke Howe, 
together with an adjoining lot bought from the heirs of Abel Parker, 
formerly owned by Jonathan Lufkin, deceased, and a third lot bought 
from Isaac Jackson Fox, with a dwelling house thereon, being the 
same set off to Patty Lufkin, widow of Jonathan, subject to life estate 
of said Patty, the combined area constituting the lot on which the 
academy was located. In the fall of that year a school was opened. 
The trustees seem to have been specially fortunate in their selection 
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of instructors, nearly all of whom met with success in their chosen 
field, while some achieved marked distinction in later years. The 
first principal was Horace Herrick, from Peacham, Vermont. The 
school opened under the most favorable auspices. The building was 
new, the terms reasonable, and the surroundings all that could be 
desired. Its location as advertised was "in a quiet village at the base 
of Monadnock, happily removed from those excitements which are 
so apt to divert the minds and corrupt the morals of young students." 

MELVILLE ACADEMY Courtesy R. I. Baldwin 

Board in the vicinity of the academy, including washing, was fur
nished at an expense of from $1.25 to $1.50 a week, and good rooms 
for students who wished to board themselves were advertised in the 
Farmer's Museum, a newspaper published in Keene, at the very rea
sonable rate of "12½ cents for each scholar per week." At the 
opening of the school Dr. Luke Howe, John Felt, and Jonas M. Mel
ville, Esq., were trustees, and an examining committee of eleven 
members, headed by Hon. Joel Parker of Keene, and supported by 
ministers of the surrounding towns and leading citizens of Jaffrey, 
gave evidence of the high character and standing of the institution 
in the community where it was established. 

Horace Herrick, Preceptor, was assisted by Miss Aurelia Townsend, 
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Preceptress, with Jacob N. Tolman, Pupil Assistant. The enrollment 
for this year was 17 4, eighty-seven males and eighty-seven females, a 
number which must have severely taxed the capacity of the new build
ing as well as that of the teachers. Students came from several towns 
in Cheshire County, and from Peterborough, Wilton, and Bedford, 
in Hillsborough County; from Stow, Lowell, and Boston, Massachus
etts; Moncton, Reading, and Weathersfield, Vermont; and James
town, New York. It is doubtful if Jaffrey Center village ever in its 
history enjoyed a more lively and memorable season than in the aca
demic year 1834-5. Three terms were advertised, the first to begin 
December 7, 1834, the spring term, March 7, 1835, and the summer 
term June 8. Two courses of study were offered, English and 
Classical, and, the first year, instruction to young ladies in music and 
the French language. After three years' service Mr. Herrick removed 
to Fitzwilliam, married his assistant, Miss Townsend, and in Septem
ber, 1844, succeeded the Reverend John Sabin as pastor of the Fitz
william church. 

Mr. Herrick was succeeded as principal of the academy by Roswell 
D. Hitchcock, then under twenty-one years of age; born in East 
Machias, Maine, August, 1817; died Somerset, Massachusetts, July, 
1887. Mr. Hitchcock, who was to become one of the most distin
guished theologians and leaders of religious thought in America, re
mained only one.year. He came to Jaffrey immediately following his 
graduation from Amherst College. He was an active member of the 
Jaffrey Anti-Slavery Society, and without doubt gave to Melville 
Academy and its favored pupils a memorable year's instruction. Un
fortunately no records of the institution for this year have been found. 
The following year he taught in Fitzwilliam, and then entered An
dover Theological Seminary, after which he tutored at Amherst, 
preached at Waterville, Maine, studied in Germany, and was pastor 
of a church in Exeter, New Hampshire, professor in Bowdoin College, 
and in Union Theological Seminary, and, in 1880, was elected presi
dent of that institution. He was honored by many degrees, including 
D.D. from Bowdoin and University of Edinburgh and LL.D. from 
Williams and Harvard. Following Mr. Hitchcock, William L. 
Eaton became principal of Melville Academy in 1837. 

Harry Brickett, born in Newbury, Vermont, February 1, 1818, 
graduate of Dartmouth in 1840, became principal in 1839, and held 
the position during three following years. He was assisted by Miss 
Sarah A. Cutter, Assistant Pupil, by James Richardson, teacher of 
penmanship in the fall term, and William J. Campbell, teacher of 



SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION 311 

penmanship in the winter term. After his service in Jaffrey he was 
principal of the Francestown (N. H.) Academy from 1844 to 1850, 
of the Brown Latin School, Newburyport, Massachusetts, 1851-53, 
Merrimack Normal Institute, Reed's Ferry, New Hampshire, 1853-
56, during part of which time he was also a preacher. He was pastor 
of the Congregational Church, Hillsborough, New Hampshire, from 
1857 to 1865; at Thetford, Vermont, 1882 to 1890; and died December 
17, 1891. In August, 1846, he married Eliza Cutter, daughter of 
Joseph and Sarah Gage Cutter of Jaffrey (see Genealogy). At this 
time the attendance at Melville Academy had dwindled to fifty-eight 
for the first term, thirty-seven for the fall term, and forty-one for the 
winter term. 

After Mr. Brickett the principal for three or four years was Charles 
Cutter. He was a son of John and Betsey (Crosby) Cutter, born in 
Jaffrey, February 12, 1822, and graduate of Dartmouth in 1842. He 
was a teacher for several years in Jaffrey and Peterborough, and after
ward in South Carolina. He married Sarah Joslin of Jaffrey. Mr. 
Cutter continued as principal until July, 1846, when the academy was 
advertised to open, August 26, under the instruction of David C. 
Chamberlain, A.B., of Jaffrey. He was a graduate of Amherst Col
lege, and spent most of his active years as a teacher in Jaffrey and 
Winchendon. Mr. Chamberlain continued his residence in Jaffrey 
and in the absence of record it is assumed that he served as principal 
of the academy until his removal to Winchendon, Massachusetts, 
where he became principal of the Winchendon High School. In 
1853, as reported by the New Hampshire Sentinel, the Melville Acad
emy was thoroughly repaired by liberal donations of the citizens. Its 
last principal, who was perhaps its only teacher in its last years, was 
Sarah Priscilla French. The length of her service is unknown. Sarah 
Priscilla French, daughter of Cummings French, was of an old and 
honored Jaffrey family. She was born in 1829, and after her school 
service in Jaffrey removed to Minneapolis, Minnesota, and thence 
to San Jose, California, where she married Dr. A. P. Truesdell. She 
died July 4, 1883. 

The decline of Melville Academy seems to have been coincident 
with the failing fortunes of its principal patron, Jonas M. Melville. 
From its inception he had been one of its trustees and principal sup
porters. The depression and panic of 1857 was one of the most dis
astrous in our history. In this period Mr. Melville saw his lifetime 
accumulation swept away and his fine mansion sold under the sheriff's 
hammer to meet the demands of his creditors. Dr. Luke Howe had 
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long before been gathered to his fathers, and of the early trustees and 
supporters of the school only Dr. John Fox was left. Melville Acad
emy lacked endowment; its tuition fees yielded only a pittance. It 
apparently died for lack of support. No record has been found of its 
obsequies and only scanty information of its entire history. Appar
ently the old building was left alone for a time with its memories until 
about 1863, when the town of Jaffrey took possession of the derelict 
and out of it salvaged a house for its No. 7 district school. 

THE CONANT HIGH SCHOOL 

The Conant High School, which has been an important factor in 
the educational system of Jaffrey for the past sixty-two years, has 
only a fragmentary record of the first forty years of its history. Found
ed in 1870 upon a gift of seven thousand dollars from Hon. John 
Conant, one of the town's most distinguished citizens, the Conant 
School, first named the Conant Free High School, was made residu
ary legatee in his Will, in the expectation, as supposed by associates 
who were favored by his confidence, that the amount would be ma
terially increased by the settlement of his estate, which failed to meet 
his anticipations, after the severe depression in 1873 and the following 
years. John Conant died April 6, 1877, aged 87. 

The Conant High School, by the wish of its founder, was established 
as a peripatetic school, this term having reference not so much to its 
philosophy as to its practice. Having spent his active years as a 
resident of the west part of the town, and wishing, in the language 
of the bequest, "that children in all sections of the town shall equally 
enjoy the benefits of said school," it was provided that it should be 
held on alternate years at Jaffrey Center and E~st Jaffrey, at which 
places the town was required to provide suitable rooms for its use. 
But the force of gravity, which has caused so many of the hill towns of 
New England to slip into the valleys, wrought havoc with the well
laid plans of the founder. The hill farms of the west part of the town 
were, one by one, abandoned, or failed to render their annual ruddy
cheeked contingent to the life of the school, while the village of East 
Jaffrey waxed so great that the educational seesaw could no longer 
move its unbalanced load, and in 1897 it came perforce to rest in the 
lower village, where it has since remained. 

The first board of trustees of the Conant High School were Peter 
Upton, Franklin H. Cutter, and Addison Prescott, all prominent 
citizens of the town. In the midsummer of the opening year, 1870, 
the trustees announced the new "light about to beam," in a notice to 
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the citizens of Jaffrey, asking for the names of the children and youth 
who would avail themselves of the benefits offered by the new school. 
The first instructor of the school was Josiah L. Seward, of Keene, 
born in Sullivan, April 17, 1845, a graduate of Harvard College in 
1868, and afterward a distinguished minister of the Unitarian de
nomination. The invitation sent out by the trustees was accepted 
in a measure beyond their expectation, and from all parts of the town 
there was gathered to the tutelage of Master Seward young men and 
maidens after his own heart, the flower of the district school. 

The first term of the Conant High School was held in the former 
Melville Academy building at Jaffrey Center, with a large attendance 
and gratifying results. Meanwhile the town was busily engaged in 
transforming the old Town House, which still contained its square 
box pews, its galleries and lofty ceiling, into a two-story building, with 
a town hall on its upper floor and schoolrooms below. The work was 
finished in season for the spring term of high school under Master 
Seward, which was held in the Town House. Master Seward proved 
a capable teacher and immediately won the good will and cooperation 
of his pupils, who remembered him with gratitude and affection. 
Among the pupils who attended the Conant High School in its first 
year was Jule Clinton Durant, the town's greatest benefactor, who 
to the end of his life kept up by correspondence an acquaintance with 
his former teacher, whose instruction had been a controlling influence 
in his life. Among others who attended the school in its first year 
were: Wayland H. Goodnow, afterward merchant and bank president 
in Jaffrey; John H. Fox and Nathaniel C. Holmes, attorneys-at-law; 
Julius E. Prescott and Edward A. Coburn, well-known residents of 
Jaffrey; Mortimer E. Cutter, still a resident of Jaffrey; Edward C, 
Boynton, for many years a town officer, now living; Carrie E. Bigelow, 
teacher, now living; Clara A. Cutter (Mrs. F. J. Lawrence); Miss 
Mary B. Fox, special Greek student, now of Jaffrey. 

In 1878, after consultation with the Examining Board of the school, 
consisting of four ministers of the town, J. H. Little, W. H. Dowden, 
L. J. Deane, and W.W. Livingston, and the assistant teacher of the 
preceding year, Miss Carrie E. Bigelow, a forward step was attempted 
by the adoption of the two courses of study, English and Classical, 
which, on account of the broken attendance due to the removal from 
village to village on alternate years, were allowed to remain largely 
elective. A diploma was to be given for the satisfactory completion 
of either course and a certificate stating subjects completed to those 
who took only a partial course. 
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ENGLISH COURSE 

First Year 
Fall term-Arithmetic, Geography, English Grammar. 
Winter term-Arithmetic, Physiology, English Grammar and Analysis. 
Spring term-Book-keeping, Physiology, U. S. History. 

Second Year 
Fall term-Book-keeping, Botany, English Composition and Rhetoric. 
Winter term-Algebra, Natural Philosophy, English Composition and Rhetoric. 
Spring term-Algebra, Natural Philosophy, English Literature. 

Third Year 
Fall term-Algebra, Botany, English Literature. 
Winter term-Geometry, Zoology, Ancient and Modern History. 
Spring term-Geometry, Geology and Mineralogy, Ancient and Modern History. 

Fourth Year 
Fall term-Trigonometry, Geology and Mineralogy, Ancient and Modern His

tory. 
Winter term-Astronomy, Chemistry, ·constitution of U. S. 
Spring term-Astronomy, Chemistry, Intellectual Philosophy. 

CLASSICAL COURSE 
First Year 

Fall term-Arithmetic, Botany, Latin Grammar and Reader. 
Winter term-Algebra, Natural Philosophy, Latin Grammar, Prose and Reader. 
Spring term-Algebra, Natural Philosophy, Latin Grammar, Prose and Reader. 

Second Year 
Fall term-Algebra, English Literature, Latin Grammar, Prose and Reader. 
Winter term-Geometry, Ancient and Modern History, Latin Grammar, Prose 

and Reader. 
Spring term-Geometry, Ancient and Modern History, Latin Grammar, Prose

Cicero and Virgil, alternately. 

Third year 
Fall term-Trigonometry, English Literature, Latin, Grammar, Prose-Cicero 

and Virgil, alternately. 
Winter term-Greek, Constitution of U. S., Latin Grammar, Prose-Cicero and 

Virgil, alternately. 
Spring term-Surveying (or English), Geology and Mineralogy, French or Greek. 

(German may be taken the last two years by consent of Trustees.) 

Fourth Year 
Fall term-Botany, Geology and Mineralogy, French or Greek. 
Winter term-Astronomy, Chemistry, French or Greek. 
Spring term-Astronomy, Chemistry, French or Greek. 

But the new arrangement proved ineffective. A majority of the 
pupils, coming from East Jaffrey, failed to follow the school on alter
nate years when it was held at Jaffrey Center, and this break in at
tendance effectually barred the adoption of any systematic course of 
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study. Special students were prepared for college and for entrance 
to more advanced schools and academies, but it was not until after 
the school became settled in East Jaffrey that regular courses of study 
were adopted, and the first class was graduated in 1900, with the fol
lowing members who entered higher institutions of learning: George 
Herbert Bailey, Clark College and University of Vermont; Ethel M. 
Boynton, Lowell (Mass.) Normal School; Guy H. Cutter, Clark 
College and Harvard Law School; Florence E. Duncan (Mrs. G. M. 
Weld), Middlebury College; Hazel M. Goodnow (Mrs. E. H. Ruby), 
Wellesley College; John P. :VIead, Brown University; and Ethel M. 
Pierce (Mrs. W. S. Gove), New England Conservatory of Music. 

In 1895, for the first time, the income from the Conant Fund was 
supplemented by an appropriation from the town of three hundred 
dollars, and in 1897 by three hundred and fifty dollars. From this 
time the growth of the school, as a whole, has been rapid, and has 
kept pace with the growth of the town, and, generally speaking, an 
increased proportion of its membership has completed the high school 
course. 

At an adjourned school meeting, May 10, 1915, a committee, con
sisting of George H. Duncan, Albert Annett, Delcie D. Bean, Robert 
Hamill, and Reverend Herbert A. Hennon, was chosen to have charge 
of the erection of a new high school building. The committee or
ganized by the choice of George H. Duncan as chairman and treas
urer, and \V. L. MacDonald, superintendent of schools, was appointed 
clerk. Harold E. Mason of Keene was chosen architect, and upon 
bids received from seven contractors, the contract was awarded to 
the McNally Building Company of Gardner, Massachusetts. A lot 
on Squantum Road was purchased on which was erected a two-story 
brick building. The total cost, including lot, grading, plumbing, 
wiring, heating, and miscellaneous items, was reported in 1918 as 
$40,044.71. 

Following its removal from its former crowded quarters to the new 
building in 1916 a marked improvement in the hygienic and social 
conditions was followed by corresponding improvement in attendance 
and work accomplished. More teachers were employed and from 
that time the school has closely conformed to the recommended State 
program for schools in its class. For several years the graduating 
classes of Conant High School have devoted the spring vacation to 
an educational trip to Washington, upon funds largely of their own 
ra1smg. It is an event looked forward to with eager anticipations and 
is destined to remain among the pleasantest of their lifetime memories. 
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For the school year 1931-1932 there was an enrollment of 562 pupils 
for all the Jaffrey schools, including the High School, with a school 
budget showing income from all sources of $41,671.81, or a total 
balance at beginning of year of $43,671.50 and total expenditures of 
$43,612.20. The teaching staff for the year was as follows: 

CONANT HIGH SCHOOL 
Jarvis T. Beal, Headmaster 

Ruth Peckham Margaret L. Cournoyer 
Grace C. Cunningham Evelyn E. Messer 

CONANT JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 
Grade VIII, Anna B. Eaton Grade VII, Marjorie L. Frost 

Grade VII, Homer J. Forcier 

INTERMEDIATE 
Grade VI-VII, Mary R. Hurley Grade V, Abbie E. Shea 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT 
Annie C. Costello, Principal and Grade IV 

Grade V, Frances E. Jackson 
Grade III, Nora C. Hurley 
Grade II, Helena K. Brown 

Grade I, Geraldine Wallace 
Grade III-IV, Dorothea N. Vanni 
Grade I-II, Elizabeth S. Bunker 

Supervisor of Music: Mildred H. Whitcomb 
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